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EUROPE FROM 911  TO 1198

the south by the purchase of the county of La Marche, and
he then commenced an armed attack upon the French Icing.
But the Pope intervened to rescue his former protector, and
a papal legate forced Henry, under threat of an interdict,
to make a definitive peace. Thus Louis was saved, and his
only interest now was to secure the peaceful succession of
The electLon his son. In 1179 there was the unusual spectacle of a general
assembly of lay and ecclesiastical barons at Paris, at which
unanimous assent was given to Louis' proposal that Philip
should be crowned king. The coronation took place at
Rheims on November 1, again in the presence of a notable
assembly, including two of the English princes, Henry and
Geoffrey. But Louis himself was absent. A sudden chill
had been followed by a stroke, and though he lingered on
until the following September, his reign was virtually at an
end ; he took no further part in the direction of the govern-
ment of his kingdom.
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This was now in the hands of his son, Philip II, known to
posterity as Philip Augustus.1 A greater change could hardly
be imagined, for the son was the antithesis of the father.
Louis had been scrupulous about his duties, less careful of his
rights ; Philip was most careful of his rights, less scrupulous
about his duties. The advancement of the monarchy was
his object, and to this everything was subordinated. Calcu-
lating though he was, his nature was not cold* He was hot-
headed and passionate, and this sometimes led him astray,
especially in his violent antipathy to his second wife, Ingeborg
of Denmark. As a rule, however, he made his will the master
of his passions, and he was able to do this because his vision
of his objective was so clear. In milder sentiments, such as
gratitude, he rarely indulged. In fact, in each stage of his
advancement he relied on the assistance of those who were
to be the objects of his attack in the next stage. Thus against
the house of Blois he was assisted by the count of Flanders;
against Flanders he obtained the backing of Henry II;
against Henry II he allied himself with the young Henry and

1 For, said the contemporary who gave him this name, the Romans
called their Emperors Augustus (from augere ** to increase ") because they
increased the imperial domain; so the name was fitting for Philip whq
increased so greatly the royal domain.